
Windows of Time by Penelope Gibbs

Wilder Ranch, Santa Cruz, CA 
If you have ever been to the coastal reserve Wilder Ranch in Santa Cruz, CA, you know what 
a trip back in time has in store for you. The ranch, which stands on land formerly occupied by 
the Ohlone, is reminiscent of life from over a century ago. Here on the beautiful Santa Cruz 
coast, Victorian farmhouses, with a rich history of charm and prosper, withstood economic 
collapses as well as the Loma Prieta earthquake and are now preserved and protected as a 
state park refuge. 

Wilder ranch was once the main rancho supplying the Santa Cruz Mission, the site was later 
purchased in 1871, by D. D. Wilder, who developed the land and built a prosperous, state of 
the art dairy farm, powered by waterwheels. Tours are now available for individuals, families 
and groups to experience this history, as docents and local enthusiasts don costumes, while 
recreating country living at the turn of the 20th century. The park has 34 miles of uncrowded 
hiking, biking and equestrian trails that wind through some of the most spectacular costal 
terraces and valleys offered in this region.

A note from the artist: 

I used a combination of techniques in 
rendering this composite of 7 photographs, 
taken in the vicinity of Wilder Ranch, during 
the summer of 2012. While masking and 
blending the images in Adobe Photoshop, 
in order to create a visual narrative, several 
hours were spent scaling the images, then 
clipping and masking, using the magic wand 
and brush tools in several layers, the final 
composite came to life. My intention was to 
create a sort of ghost like and underwater 
illusion, combining and matching reflec-
tions seen in the windows with a dreamlike 
quality, by feathering in a rustic background 
of images, which were taken of the old 
equipment stored on the property. Carefully 
weaving photographs together cohesively, I 
can narate stories of the past. 

The total time spent on this project was 
about 12 hours, (not including time spent 
prior to loosing everything for not saving 
after several hours and not including time 
spent photographing).

If you have a story to tell, please contact PEG 
Graphics for a beautiful composit of your im-
ages or to have original photographs taken 
on the spot. www.peggraphics.com


